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boll of this guide 


This is a short guide to the Ontario Raoregate : 


Bie Resources Act. It shows when and where you. nasties 


~can-get involved in the control of pits and 


quarries. You can get more information from 


your Ministry of Natural Resources e(MNA) 
_ district office. cones 


oe Introduction 


The difference between < a pit and a quarry is 


. - based onthe type of material being taken from a ates 


oe site. Sand and: gravel is called unconsolidated’ 


me material and comes from a pit: Bedrock, such as oe 


2 = limestone and sandstone, is called consolidated — 
> material, and comes. froma quarry. All materials: 


~ with no metal in them, such. as those above, are a 


~~ called aggregate. oe | 
~The Ontario Aggr egate Resources Act (ARA) 


sae regulates pit and quarry sites. The-act has been 


: al place since Salen 1; 1990. It has four: 
visas puiboses: . 


(a) to provide for the riandoerient of the 
aggregate resources of Ontario: 


(b) to control and regulate aggregate 


| operations on Crown and private lands i 


(c) to require the rehabilitation of land from. 
me which | aggregate has Been excavated; aah 
~ and het 


@) to lessen any adverse impact on ‘the _ a 
_ environment. ee | 


Be Ali licence from MNR i is needed to Bore a nit or 


: - quarry. on private | land in some parts of Ontario. 
iE eSe are called designated areas. You can. 
_ geta map: of these from the MNR district office... 


: “OK wayside permit may be obtained by. any public 
~~ authority, to operate a pit-or quarry (forse s 


temporary project) on private land in designated 
parts of Ontario. An example would bea road . 
& ae project ere 


An aggregate permit is needed to operate mn a 


~or quarry on land owned by the Crown, or on 
= land under water. . 


Age tt you want to know whether you peed: a licence L a 
or a permit to remove material, please contact | Le cae 


-. the local MNR district office. =~ 
: What are designated areas? esa 
Designated areas tend to be townships with aie 


: large number of people. The chance for public . i 


_ concern is greater here. The Aggregate 


Resources Act does not apply to private land ir in ae 


3 parts of the province not designated. 


Public input is greatest at the time someone 


- How are environmental concerns treated? - 


‘A pit or quarry may affect the local environment. 
Before a licence or permit may be issued, all the . = 3 


effects are weighed by the MNR district office. 
_ There may be concerns about dust, noise, 
blasting, ground and surface water. 


When a pit or quarry closes down, the site must : 3 
be rehabilitated by the operator. Thismeans 
that the site must be returned to its former land-- 


use or to another use that goes with the land 
around tt. : 


Large operations take ir material in planned — . a 
stages. Once mining in a part of a pit or quarry Rees) 


is complete, that part can be rehabilitated. E 
Extraction can go onin another part of the pit or 


quarry. This is called progressive rehabilitation. Seas 


The site plan: 


The site plan is one of the. main tools tiaad to. 
control the pit or quarry operation. The licence 


or permit holder is legally bound to work the site | Hee 


as the plan states. The site plan shows the = 
stages in which material will be removed: 
“It also shows how the site will be rehabilitated. 


If the MNR district office has any concerns, they : 7 
can be stated on the site. plan, or conditions can - : mh. 


be placed on the licence « or permit. Examples — 
area limit on annual prog 


ction, and setbacks | ae e 


fe (the distance between a public road or a 


building, and the pit or quarry). 


&: The Ministry of Natural Resources is responsible te 
~ for seeing that site plans are followed. i 


: A front end foader removing. material from a pit: 
LICENCES ; 


4 ne There are two types of licences. A A Class } ‘K 


E licence is is needed to remove more than 20, 000 
tonnes: of material each year. A Class B licence Bae 
is needed to remove 20, 000 tonnes or. sce ue eee 


year. 


Licence opie | Eee 
An application fora licence includes a site ‘ofan 


eS _Adetailed report is also needed when applying — 
ae for a Class A licence. The municipality gets. a 


oe copy and other agencies (such as the Ministry of i z 
| the: enveonmen) also nave a chance to. s Se aaa 


Bee comment. 


pee If a shane in ina zoning oy fai is. nbeded: the 


applicant for the licence has to apply for an a A . 
“amendment. Any change ina zoning. by- law is 


subject to the Planning Act and must t have public ste 
review, : 7 a 


; othe public i is notified whens someone 5 applies for 


~alicence. The applicant. must advertise in two. renee 
ieee consecutive issues of a newspaper, that a: 


: “licence has been. applied for. This means two. 


: - daysi in a rowina daily paper, or two weeks i in a a a ap 
 rowina weekly paper. The | paper.must. have 
general circulation in the local area of the » 


_-_ Proposed si site. , Sions are also posted ‘on the site. : : 5 


The signs must state that a pit or quarry licence 


has been applied for. For more information,» ae 


please call the MNR district office telephone _ 


number on the sign. The signs are placed aoe 


the boundary of the site or where they ¢ can be. 


ce clearly seen by the public. 


OK 45- -day objection period starts when: the 


-. second notice of: a licence application. appears Le : 


__ the local newspaper. If you have any. concerns - Ree 


~ you may write to the MNR district office, Bre: 


- How are objections handled? 


Objections are reviewed by the Ministry of 


_ Natural Resources. An Ontario Municipal. Board L ee 


3 (OMB) hearing may be needed. Copies of the : o 


pete objections. are also sent to the applicant. 


"The ministry may contact anyone who has sent. Ae 


in a written objection. Perhaps the concerns can 


be settled by putting. restrictions on the site a a 


or licence. 


The: licence applicant is encouraged to. discuss. a 
the proposed pit or quarry operation with the . Be 
~ people who live next to the site. It is possible at 
concerns may be cleared Up at this time. . ee 


Ontario Municipal Board (OMB) hearing 


"Ifa hearing takes place, the Board hears 


3 evidence from all concerned parties, either fe & : 
~ against the application. The Board then sendsa 


report to the Minister of Natural Resources. 


The final decision to refuse or issue a licence, eof : ae 


_ to apply certain conditions, 1S: made: by the Se 
ne Minister. However, the. proper zoning must be in e 
| place before a licence can. be issued. ee 


: Annual inspection 


-.. Each licensed site is inenseted at least 0 once a ee 
year by the Ministry of Natural Resources. 

If there are on-site concerns or other problems, 

_. they will be discussed with the licence holder. | 

eee report will be Prepared mite: you can: see, a 


ae ‘if you wish. 


a ‘Four-year review 


- _. Every four years the municipality is asked by 
ae i MNR to comment on the licence. A follow- up. 


letter is sent by MNR, in reply to any concerns. ae 


WAYSIDE PERMITS 


_ Wayside permits are for short-term public : 
"projects such as road construction. They cannot 
be issued for land already zoned and developed 
eo Hfor: residential use. Environmental concerns may.” 
~~ also be. a reason for not issuing a permit. A copy . 


oF the application and site plans are sent 0 the omen 


fe: municipality, f for comments. 

AGGREGATE PERMITS — 

ao There are three types. of aggregate permits. 

~. Acommercial permit is needed where the - 

ee “aggregate i is to-be sold or for commercial use, 
Beh: public. authority permit is similar toa wayside 
permit on private | land. A personal permitis _ 
ts needed if the aggregate is for private use’ a 


ee A royalty must be paid for sagredate t that 


ieee : belongs. to the Crown. 


2 Aggregate permit plate 


oe An application does not need public notice. 
a “The ministry will seek comments from. people - 
~ who'own land next to the site, where anew _ 


Se commercial or public authority permit is ee Ee 


P The planned site will be inspected by | MNR, and 2 


: op permit may | be refused if it is felt t9 be e cerlaty 


40: the public interest. 


= The: applicant for the: aggregate perm will be 


4 told of any concerns. A site plan amendment or - et 


ae ~ conditions on the pe may be needed, te 


se resolve any. concerns. 


s: itt they cannot be resolved, the application may: aoe : 


a oh be refused. 


= ie Renewals of commer and dpi otha iy : | 


Bee aggregate permits: 
2) AR aggregate permit will be renewed if the 
“renewal is not contrary to the public interest. 


3 ~ Concerns f from neighbor| gk landowners wil be. 3 
es 3 considered at this tin : Ts 


a How we can help me 
_ Would you like to know more about pit anit 


Ra : quarry operations, or how to apply for a tesnes. 


or permit? A Ministry of Natural Resources 


ae _ district office can help you. You can also get a8 e 
~~ copy of the Aggregate Resources: Act from. a 


Publications Ontario, 5th Floor, 880 Bay Street, 


Toronto, Ontario M7A 1N8. Toronto residents. as 
"please call 326-5300. From other oo ee 


in Ontario please call 1. -800-668- 9938. 


Ifyou have: concerns about a pit or quarry, ae _ 8 - fe 


pee please contact the MNR district office i in He 


is - area. 
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